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■  BURNING OF KUWAITI OIL FIELDS WOULD HAVE LITTLE EFFECT ON U.S. 
ATMOSPHERE, RESEARCHER SAYS —  Although smoke can travel great 
distances —  a volcanic eruption can send particulates circling 
the globe several times -- UM Research Professor Wei Min Hao says 
even the burning of all Kuwait's oil fields would have only a 
small impact on the U.S. atmosphere; Missoulians, for example, 
might experience several days of air pollution. He doesn't 
believe the United States -- so far from the Persian Gulf -- 
would suffer crop losses. Hao, who holds a doctorate from 
Harvard University in atmospheric chemistry, is working with UM's 
Wood Chemistry Laboratory and the Forest Service's Intermountain 
Fire Sciences Laboratory. With UM's $75,000 grant from the 
Forest Service, he's researching how forest fires may change the 
global atmosphere. For more information, call Hao at 329-4838.
■ WAR DOESN'T DAMPEN STUDENTS' INTEREST IN STUDYING A3R0AD —  UM 
International Programs Director Peter Koehn says he was surprised 
and pleased when students flooded his office with inquiries about 
the International Student Exchange Program soon after war erupted 
in the Persian Gulf. After reading in the Jan. 18 campus 
newspaper that UM had joined the program, interested students 
turned out in force. "I'm really heartened by that," Koehn says. 
"What I see happening in the Middle East is a breakdown of 
international understanding, and the fact that students are 
interested in going abroad is important for the future, it seems 
to me, because then we'll have the opportunity to (foster 
understanding and) avoid these kinds of problems." ISEP links 
104 U.S. universities with 103 foreign institutions in 34 
countries. For more information, call Koehn or ISEP coordinator 
Vicki Warp at 243-2283.
■  UM OFFERS COURSE ON "PEOPLE WITHOUT HISTORY: WOMEN AND ETHNIC
MINORITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST" —  Assistant Professor of History 
Mehrdad Kia, who teaches courses on the Islamic world, this 
quarter explores the role of women in countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Iran and Algeria. He also discusses minorities 
such as Kurds —  including those in the Soviet Union -- who lack 
a written history and must view themselves through the eyes of 
the ethnic majority in their countries. For more information, 
call Kia at 243-2979.
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■ EXPANDING CHILD-CAPE PROGRAMS TO INCLUDE DISABLED CHILDREN —  
Children with disabilities have special needs, but then, so do 
all children. By teaching child care providers to meet those 
needs through individualized care, the Education Home Model 
Outreach Project aims to improve the child care experience for 
all children. EHM, a project of UM's Rural Institute on 
Disabilities, has helped many child care centers in Montana and 
proved influential beyond the state's borders; project staff have 
distributed information to care providers and agencies in 49 
states and plan intensive on-site training in Minnesota, Idaho, 
Washington and Alaska. For more information, call project 
director Sarah Mulligan, 243-5467.
■ PREVENTING SECONDARY DISABILITIES —  An important key to 
improving the quality of life for people with disabilities is 
reducing the incidence of debilitating secondary problems. These 
secondary disabilities —  ranging from pressure sores caused by 
sitting in a wheelchair to the depression or fatigue that can 
result from restricted access or isolation —  pose an enormous 
problem that's received little attention until recently, says Tom 
Seekins, director of the rural rehabilitation division of the 
Rural Institute on Disabilities. He heads a project aimed at 
developing and implementing strategies for preventing secondary 
disabilities through measures such as lifestyle changes, 
community support and environmental adaptations. For more 
information, call Seekins at 243-5467.
■ IMPROVING THE LIVES OF DISABLED SENIOR CITIZENS —  Growing old 
is a fact of life, no less so for people with disabilities. But 
traditionally, disability programs have tended to overlook aging- 
related issues such as retirement and senior citizen services. 
UM's Rural Institute on Disabilities is working to change that 
situation through supported retirement programs, creative 
resource sharing and gerontology education for care providers.
For information on the institute's project on aging, call project 
director Philip Wittekiend at 243-5467.
###
CSW + KR/csw 
Local and dailies 
Tipsl-22.rl
